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NEWS 
 
UMCCTS 7th Annual Research Retreat 
 
The UMass Center for Clinical and 
Translational Science 7th Annual Research 
Retreat that was held on Tuesday, May 16, 
2017 was a great success with 260+ 
attendees from the 5-UMass campuses, 
UMass Memorial Medical Center, Baystate 
Medical Center, community engagement 
agencies and other educational institutions. 
 
The Retreat featured a full-day of programs comprised of keynote address, by Peter Hotez, 
MD, PhD, Dean, National School of Tropical Medicine, Baylor College of Medicine; concurrent 
mini symposia; and poster session from researchers, clinicians, nurses, other professionals, 
and students. 
 
A video tape of the am session and other presentations, poster abstracts, etc., will be 
available shortly in the eScholarship@umms website. Stay tuned! 
 
Thank you for making our Retreat such a great success.  We look forward to our next one. 
 
 
 
 
 
Innovations in Patient Recruitment Program 
Request for Applications 
 
The goal of the UMass Center for Clinical and Translational 
Science is to support UMass researchers' human subjects 
research through technological innovations. In collaboration 
with the UMCCTS Informatics Core and the Science Participation Resource Center, this 
opportunity seeks proposals for leveraging UMMS data-lake driven innovation techniques to 
identify and engage research participants, particularly among historically hard-to-reach 
patient populations. 
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 Applications due June 30, 2017 
 
Learn More 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 
At the recent UMMS Women's Faculty Committee Annual Awards Luncheon, many of our 
UMass Center for Clinical and Translational Science former pilot and educational grant 
awardees were presented with awards.  Congratulations to all! 
  
 
EVENTS 
 
 
 June 2017 Events  
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Human Research Protection Program (HRPP) 
Upcoming Educational Opportunities 
 
Clinical Research Professionals Group (CRPG) Meetings: 
 
Monday, June 12, 2017 
3:00 - 4:00 pm 
Hiatt Auditorium S1-608 
 
Learn More 
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TRAINING and FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 
 
Institute for Social Science Research 
Methodology Workshops - Summer 2017 
 
The ISSR is now accepting applications for their Methodology Workshops. Courses will be 
taught by specialists in their fields as part of ISSR's mission to promote excellence in social 
science research at the University of Massachusetts Amherst and beyond. These short 
courses are designed to support the methods and training needs of students, academics, and 
professionals to enhance their education and research success. 
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Limited time offer - discounted registration for UMMS students and faculty. Please contact 
Nate Hafer for more details. 
 
Learn More 
 
 
 
UMCCTS SPARK Program 
 
The UMass Center for Clinical and Translational Science SPARK 
(Small Pilot and Research Knowledge) Program provides pilot 
funding for hypothesis-driven clinical and translational research, 
as well as access to the Clinical Research Center and other 
UMCCTS cores. The UMCCTS's priorities are to support studies that impact clinical care and 
research methodologies, support students and trainees, and provide access to funds to 
generate pilot and preliminary data for external grant submissions. 
 
UMass Medical School investigators, including students, fellows, and staff are eligible for 
funding. Collaborations with external collaborators, including those from other UMass 
campuses is encouraged. Students and fellows may be designated as the PI on UMCCTS 
resource requests and should list the mentor on the application and upload a letter of 
support. Only one PI may be designated on a request. 
No Deadline Date - Rolling Basis 
 
Questions? Contact Nate Hafer, PhD 
 
Read More 
 
 
 
 
 
Small Conference Grants are Available! 
 
The UMass Center for Clinical and Translational Science offers Small 
Conference Grants (SCG) designed to leverage the convening capacity 
of the UMCCTS to create new, multidisciplinary teams to address a 
pressing health need. The conference can be a symposium, educational 
program, seminar, workshop or any other organized and formal 
meeting. The goal of the SCG is to facilitate networking opportunities between faculty that 
focus on clinical and translational research. 
 
No Deadline Date - Rolling Basis 
 
If you have an idea for an event that a SCG could help fund, visit the UMCCTS website for 
more information and RFA or contact Nate Hafer, PhD, Director of Operations, UMCCTS. 
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Advancing the Safe Use of Healthcare Products 
 
Johnson&Johnson Innovation and JLABS are awarding up to 
$200,000 USD in multiple grants for novel ideas, methods 
and technologies to improve the safe use of healthcare 
products. 
 
Deadline date to submit proposals: May 24, 2017 
 
Read More 
 
 
 
 
 
CUREACCELERATOR 
Rare Repurposing Open Call 
 
The rare repurposing open call is a collaborative project 
between Findacure, Cures Within Reach, and Healx. We are 
searching for existing drug repurposing ideas for rare diseases that have yet to receive a full 
clinical trial. Our primary aim is to demonstrate the huge potential of clinic-led, patient 
group-led, and researcher-driven innovation in drug repurposing for rare diseases, and the 
need for new funding streams to help these ideas bridge the translational gap, including 
Findacure's  Rare Disease Drug Repurposing Social impact Bond (RDDR SIB). 
 
Submit your project(s) on CureAccelerator before May 31, 2017. 
 
Read More 
 
 
 
 
 
RUNX1 - The FPD/AML Research Program 
 
In 2016, Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation and The Babich Family 
Foundation began a partnership to accelerate research of FPD/AML due to 
monoallelic germlike RUNX1 mutations. The FPD/AML RUNX1 grant is 
seed funding for studies such as understanding the biological basis for 
disease progression, developing models and identifying strategies leading to the 
development of therapies for preventing the transition from pre-leukemia to leukemia. 
 
Letters of Intent will be accepted until June 1, 2017 
 
Read More 
 
 
 
 
 
The Edward N. & Della L. Thome 
Memorial Foundation Awards Program in Alzheimer's 
Disease Drug Discovery Research 
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The goal of the Thome Memorial Foundation Awards Program in Alzheimer's Disease Drug 
Discovery Research is to support innovative drug discovery research that will lead to 
improved therapies for individuals suffering from Alzheimer's Disease. 
 
Deadline date to submit initial proposals: June 2, 2017 
 
Read More 
 
Please remember to cite the CTSA Grant # UL1-TR001453 in all supported 
journal publications. 
 
 
 
 
The UMass Center for Clinical and Translational Science (UMCCTS) was founded in 2006 to enhance clinical 
and translational research across the five University of Massachusetts campuses and our clinical partner, 
UMass Memorial Health Care. With the receipt of an NIH Clinical and Translational Science Award (CTSA) in 
2010, and its successful renewal in 2015, the UMCCTS joined a network of 62 NIH-funded centers 
collaborating to transform the conduct of clinical and translational research across the U.S. Other key 
partners include our patients and communities, foundations, biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies, 
and members of the venture capital and philanthropic communities. 
 
We encourage you to browse through our website to learn more about how the UMCCTS catalyzes clinical 
and translational research through education and training, pilot funding programs, cores, services and 
collaboration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UMass Center for Clinical and Translational Science, 362 Plantation Street, 
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